
STUDY ON ANGELS   
 

STUDY TEN – ANGELS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS! 

 
“And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels ministered unto him.” (Mark 1:13) 

INTRODUCTION 

This study concerns the ministry of angels in the life of Jesus Christ as recorded in the New Testament 

books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Angels were active during Christ’s ministry while He was on 

earth, and He revealed many truths in His teaching regarding them. 

THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS TO JESUS 

▪ An angel announced the birth of Christ’s forerunner. 

“Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when 

Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight 

of the Lord and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 

his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go 

before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced 

in years.” And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and 

was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak 

until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their 

own time.” (Luke 1:11-20) 

▪ An angel announced the birth of Jesus to Mary. 

“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And having 

come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 

women!” But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting 

this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:26-33) 

▪ An angel announced the birth of Jesus to Joseph. 

“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of 

the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people 

from their sins.” … Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him 

and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His 

name JESUS.” (Matthew 1:20-21, 24-25) 

▪ An angel named Jesus before He was conceived. 
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“And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called JESUS, the 

name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.” (Luke 2:21) 

▪ Angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds. 

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” So it was, when the angels 

had gone away from them into heaven…” (Luke 2:8-15) 

▪ An angel directed Christ’s family to and from Egypt. 

“Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, 

take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek 

the young Child to destroy Him.”” (Matthew 2:13) 

“Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, 

“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young 

Child’s life are dead.”” (Matthew 2:19-20) 

▪ Angels ministered to Jesus during His temptation. 

“And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels ministered unto him.” (Mark 1:13) 

“Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.” (Matthew 4:11) 

▪ An angel stirred the waters of Bethesda. 

“For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool and troubled the water: whosoever then first 

after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.” (John 5:4) 

▪ Angels sustained Jesus in Gethsemane. 

“Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed more 

earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. When He rose up 

from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow.” (Luke 22:43-45) 

The disciples slept during Christ’s darkest hour. When others fail you, the angels are there to minister to 

you. 

▪ Angels were available to Jesus at the time of His suffering. 

“But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or 

do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of 

angels?”” (Matthew 26:52-53) 

One legion was 6,000 soldiers, so twelve legions would be 72,000 angels. 

▪ An angel rolled away the stone at Christ’s tomb and announced His resurrection. 
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“And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 

rolled back the stone from the door and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as 

white as snow. And the guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.” (Matthew 28:2-4) 

▪ An angel revealed Jesus to Mary Magdalene. 

“But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept, she stooped down and looked into the 

tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of 

Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 

are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You 

have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).” (John 20:11-16) 

▪ Angels were with Jesus at His ascension. 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out 

of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by 

them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”” 

(Acts 1:9-11) 

Most likely, it was the angels who carried Jesus up to Heaven: 

“And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass, 

while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. 

Amen.” (Luke 24:50-53) 

▪ Angels will be active in the future ministry of Jesus. 

As you will learn when you study angels in the Epistles and Revelation, angels will accompany Jesus upon 

His return to earth, they will reap the final harvest, they will divide the good from the evil, and they will 

help carry out judgments (Matthew 13:41,49). 


